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This novel is inspired by a true historical event Before Theodore Herzl there was Mordecai Manuel Noah an American 
journalist diplomat playwright and visionary In September 1825 he bought Grand Island downriver from Niagara Falls 
from the local Native Americans as a place of refuge for the Jewish people and called it Ararat rdquo But no Jews 
came What if they had followed Noah rsquo s call In Nava Semel rsquo s alternate history Jews from throughout th 
Publishers Weekly Fall 2016 Announcements for SF Fantasy and Horror names Isra Isle to its top 10 list of 
recommended books Semel rsquo s novel explores an intriguing what if scenario based on historical fact In 1825 
Jewish American Mordecai Manuel 
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