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3 of 3 review helpful Read from a historical perspective By Alex Canton Dutari The author is the oldest brother of 
Nobel Prize winner Isaac Bashevis Singer This work was originally written in Yiddish but the English translation 
seems to reflect the original spirit This novel is a remarkable socio political treatise of the city of Lodz Poland around 
the beginning of last century and its Jewish inhabitants IJ S In the Polish city of Lodz the brothers Ashkenazi grew up 
very differently in talent and in temperament Max the firstborn is fiercely intelligent and conniving determined to 
succeed financially by any means necessary Slower witted Jacob is strong handsome and charming but without great 
purpose in life While Max is driven by ambition and greed to be more successful than his brother Jacob is drawn to 
easy living and decadence As waves of industrialism and capita A wonderful novel mdash Saul Bellow ldquo The 
book has the grand sweep of Tolstoy hellip pitch perfect artistry and pace rdquo nbsp mdash The Wall Street Journal 
nbsp ldquo The Brothers Ashkenazi rates a place on any shelf de 
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