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10 of 10 review helpful Transit is a novel you will not forget By Linda Baker From the first paragraph it puts you 
inside the mind of a man the narrator who is fleeing the Nazi advance into France in 1939 He gets to Marseille where 
he has to decide whether he wants to try to leave on one of the last ships Marseille is claustrophobic It offers only 
boredom muted terror and the frenetic but likely senseless activi Anna Seghers rsquo s Transit is an existential 
political literary thriller that explores the agonies of boredom the vitality of storytelling and the plight of the exile with 
extraordinary compassion and insight nbsp nbsp nbsp nbsp nbsp Having escaped from a Nazi concentration camp in 
Germany in 1937 and later a camp in Rouen the nameless twenty seven year old German narrator of Seghers rsquo s 
multilayered masterpiece ends up in the dusty seapo ldquo This novel completed in 1942 is in my opinion the most 
beautiful Seghers has written I doubt that our post 1933 literature can point to many novels that have been written with 
such somnambulistic sureness and are almost flawless rdquo mdash 
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