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By Catherine Rottenberg : Performing Americanness: Race, Class, and Gender in Modern African-American 
and Jewish-American Literature  Performing Americanness: Race, Class, and Gender in Modern African-American 
and Jewish-American Literature: 

This book offers a comparative analysis of modern African American and Jewish American narratives In Performing 
Americanness Catherine Rottenberg raises important questions about what it means to be American through a wholly 
original analysis of modern African American and Jewish American literature The book illustrates how the novels of 
Nella Larsen James Weldon Johnson Anzia Yezierska and Abraham Cahan help us to understand the specific ways 
that gender class Performing Americanness is the kind of unprecedented richly comparative study that significantly 
changes the nature of the conversation by cogently presenting how African American and Jewish American writers of 
the early twentieth century narrated the critic 
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