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2 of 2 review helpful Truly Excellent Book By Larissa I loved this book It was raw full of emotion and explored a 
culture that s rarely in fiction As a Reform Jew Asher s Hasidic Judaism was both familiar and unfamiliar to me and I 
really enjoyed learning about it I also learned an awful lot about art and Russian Jewish culture It s a novel without a 
definite resolution but a happy ending would feel inauthentic ldquo A novel of finely articulated tragic power Little 
short of a work of genius rdquo nbsp The New York Times Book Review nbsp Asher Lev is a Ladover Hasid who 
keeps kosher prays three times a day and believes in the Ribbono Shel Olom the Master of the Universe Asher Lev is 
an artist who is compulsively driven to render the world he sees and feels even when it leads him to blasphemy In this 
stirring and often visionary novel Chai ldquo A novel of finely articulated tragic power Little short of a work of genius 
rdquo The New York Times Book ldquo Memorable Profound in its vision of humanity of religion and of art rdquo 
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