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13 of 15 review helpful Award winning Depressing Historically accurate A must read YES By amachinist Jim 
Shepard s meticulous and broad research gives a fictional but historically accurate sense of life in the Warsaw ghetto 
as experienced by Aron a Jewish boy Thinking that life might be better in the city the boy s family moves from the 
countryside to Warsaw As restrictions tighten and one by one family members Small and sullen Aron is eight years 
old when his family moves from a rural Polish village to hectic Warsaw nbsp At first gradually and then ever more 
quickly his family rsquo s opportunities for a better life vanish as the occupying German government imposes harsh 
restrictions nbsp Officially confined to the Jewish quarter with hunger vermin disease and death all around him Aron 
makes his way from apprentice to master smuggler until finally with everyone for From School Library Journal 
Shepard tells the story of the Nazi era Warsaw ghetto through the life of a 13 year old Jewish boy who fends for his 
family by joining other boys and girls smuggling needed food and other goods At first the adventure is entertaining 
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