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For centuries before its ldquo rebirth rdquo as a spoken language Hebrew writing was like a magical ship in a bottle 
that gradually changed design but never voyaged out into the world Isolated the ancient Hebrew ship was torpid 
because the language of the Bible was inadequate to represent modern life in Europe Early modern speakers of 
Yiddish and German gave Hebrew the breath of life when they translated dialogues descriptions and thought processes 
from their ver This book is an important revision to modern Hebrew literary history demonstrating how the beginnings 
of a viable prose style go back to the early nineteenth century and translation played a crucial role Robert Alter 
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