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6 of 6 review helpful The Known and the Unknown By Roger Brunyate I really wanted to quote the final paragraph of 
Modiano s novel which is infinitely more moving in its simplicity than anything that comes before But I will desist 
and leave it for the reader to discover not because it gives away secrets but because it does the opposite preserving a 
secret for all time It is the one gift he can offer to the tragic su In 1988 Patrick Modiano stumbles across an ad in the 
personal columns of the New Year s Eve 1941 edition of Paris Soir Missing a young girl Dora Bruder age 15 height 1 
m 55 oval shaped face gray brown eyes gray sports jacket maroon pullover navy blue skirt and hat brown gym shoes 
rdquo Placed by the parents of Dora who had run away from her Catholic boarding school the ad sets Modiano off on 
a quest to find out everything he can abo com In 1988 French novelist Patrick Modiano happened upon a notice in a 
1941 Paris newspaper placed by the parents of a 15 year old Jewish girl Dora Bruder who had disappeared from the 
Catholic boarding school where she was being hidden The notice stuck i 
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